
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

After an intense 60-day session, and for the first time in four years, 
the Legislature adjourned on time, without any special sessions. 
The 2018 session produced mixed results of accomplishments and 
disappointments. 

One of the major accomplishments was a long-term solution to the state 
Supreme Court’s Hirst decision. Many rural property owners in our 
district, and across the state, had to put their dreams on hold when the 
court decided to restrict access to well water.  While the solution the 
Legislature passed isn’t perfect, well water access has been restored.

One of the many disappointments was the 2018 supplemental operating 
budget. Supplemental budget years are meant to make small adjustments 
to the overall two-year budget. This year’s supplemental budget is 
very different. It increases state spending by $1.2 billion in the 2017-19 
biennium, and another $600 million in the 2019-21 biennium. This is a 16 
percent increase in total spending since the 2015-17 budget was enacted. 
This budget also significantly taps the state’s rainy day fund. In these 
times of record revenue growth, lawmakers should not be intimidated to 
spend the extra dollars, we should be saving them for a true “rainy day.” 
Because of these reasons, I could not support this budget.

My job as your state representative is to listen, act, and be an effective 
voice on the issues that matter most to our district. My legislative 
priorities have, and will continue to be, focused around: 

• Reforming our schools to meet the needs of today’s economy, ensuring 
our students and teachers are safe, and continuing to make Washington 
state schools the best the nation has to offer; 

• Strengthening public safety to protect families and keep our 
communities safe; and 

• Improving transportation infrastructure both in the 31st District, and 
throughout the state, to ensure our roads are safe.

Please contact me with your ideas, questions, concerns, and comments 
on issues important to you. If you would like me to visit your community 
group, school, or business, please contact my office to make arrangements.

It is an honor to serve you. 

Sincerely,

Morgan Irwin 
State Representative 
31st District
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McCleary and 
school funding recap

Over the course of the last several years, the amount 
of funding invested in our K-12 schools has nearly 
doubled. The Legislature has made impressive 
progress in putting more funding into our education 
system. This year, we completed another major 
hurdle by allocating $700 million to boost teacher and 
administrative staff salaries. K-12 education funding is 
now over half of the state’s operating budget.

This is great forward progress in the right direction, 
but I believe we need to do more. It is time we, as 
lawmakers, proactively move forward and go beyond 
the shadow of McCleary. We need to shift our focus 
to improving student outcomes. I believe our next 
steps should include creative ideas and solutions to 
lowering our dropout rates, increasing school safety 
and anti-violence programs, expanding options and 
programs for our students suffering from mental 
illness, and establishing support services for special 
education programs.

Education is one of my top priorities. It is time to take our 
focus to the next level and continue to build Washington 
state’s school system to be the best it can be.

School safety
It has no doubt been a difficult year in schools across 
the country. Parents, teachers and students are 
wholeheartedly asking for change. The Washington State 
Legislature had the prime opportunity this session to 
step up to the plate and be a national leader in producing 
policy to keep our schools, and students, safe. 

House Republicans offered an amendment to the 
supplemental operating budget that would have 
provided $30 million in funding to place school 
resources at every K-12 public school to help protect 
students. This amendment was not accepted. We also 
introduced a bill (House Bill 2442) that would have 
created the “Students Helping Students” Program. 
It would have allowed students to use a smartphone 
app to provide a secure and anonymous method of 
reporting activities that could be unsafe or dangerous.
Unfortunately, this legislation didn’t move forward.

As a father, police officer and lawmaker, it is a priority 
for me heading into the 2019 session to continue to bring 
forward viable solutions to ensure our children do not 
feel threatened or unsafe in one of the places they should 
never feel that way – in school. It is our duty to protect 
our schools and students.

Sound Transit 3 car-tab fee frustration, and no end in sight

Rep. Morgan Irwin, with Rep. Mark Harmsworth, 
strategizing on the ST3 amendments to the 
2018 supplemental transportation budget.

Frustration continues to grow on the outrageous prices of 
your car-tab fees due to the substantial price tag of Sound 
Transit 3 (ST3). I receive constant complaints on what we 
are doing in Olympia to fix this problem once and for all. 
A bill (House Bill 2201) came to the House floor for debate 
and passage this session. This bill would’ve provided a 
small amount of relief on your car-tabs. We tried to move 
several amendments to this bill. We had good ideas to 
make this a better solution, including requiring Sound 
Transit’s accountability and fiscal responsibility on 
how they are using public funds by ensuring they are 
rightfully using your money to pay for actual projects, and 
electing the Sound Transit Board rather than allowing 
the members to be appointed. We were unsuccessful 
in our motion to bring real change to the bill. House 
Republicans sponsored a bill (House Bill 2168) that would 
have provided meaningful relief. This bill did not receive 
a hearing. Unfortunately, the majority party could not 
push House Bill 2201 through the legislative process 
either, so you saw no relief this year. I will continue to 
work hard on this issue, for as long as it takes.



Community projects
With the passage of the Hirst solution during the first 
weeks of session, the 2017-19 capital budget was also 
approved. The capital budget funds public works 
projects across our state. The main projects approved 
in the 2017-19 budget for the 31st District include:

• $13.3 million to replace the leaking sewer system 
(Carbonado)

• $7.7 million for surface water management and 
flood control (along the White, Carbon and Puyallup 
rivers)

• $2.8 million for the Foothills Trail and bridge 
development (Buckley/Enumclaw)

• $500,000 for phase I of community park 
construction (Edgewood)

• $103,000 for a new barn for the Daffodil Festival 
(Sumner)

• $43,000 for Roosevelt Park (Wilkerson)
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Property tax relief: 
too little too late

This year, we saw record revenue pouring into the 
state coffers. This is a sign of good economic times. 
With this record revenue, the Legislature had the 
opportunity this session to put money back in your 
pockets in the form of property tax relief. Due to the 
solution last session to the state Supreme Court’s 
McCleary decision, most of you have experienced 
a spike in your property taxes. Our district also 
has seen a spike due to the phenomenal costs of 
Sound Transit 3. You could use some relief, and you 
could use it now. Republicans introduced bills this 
session that would have reduced property taxes 
this year, in 2018, when you are feeling the pinch 
most. Unfortunately, none of these bills were given a 
hearing. The Legislature did pass property tax relief 
in the supplemental operating budget, but it provides 
minimal relief, and won’t be seen until 2019. It is a 
one-time property tax cut of 30 cents on each $1,000 
of assessed value, which is approximately $90 on a 
$300,000 home. You deserve more.

WACOPS 
Legislator of the Year

The Washington Council of Police and Sheriffs 
(WACOPS) recognized four legislators as their 2017 
Legislators of the Year. As one of the four recipients, 
I promise to continue to sponsor and support good 
policy that strengthens the rights and quality of life for 
law enforcement around Washington state.

It is a true honor to be acknowledged for my 
advocacy on behalf of my brothers and sisters in law 
enforcement. I will continue to work toward any effort 
in providing our law enforcement with the proper tools 
they need to get the job done, resulting in keeping you, 
your families and our communities safe.



Morgan Irwin 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
P.O. Box 40600 • Olympia, WA 98504-0600
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Staying connected  
throughout the year
2018 is an election year. Restrictions are in 
place for the remainder of the year on the 
communications I send to you. However, I 
am not restricted from responding to your 
emails, phone calls and messages, nor am I 
restricted from having in-person meetings 
with you. Please continue to reach out to 
me as you normally would. I look forward to 
hearing from you.

Rep. Morgan Irwin 
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